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Talking to a Person with Speech Difficulties  
in the classroom

• Never finish sentences—
you will probably be wrong. 

• Be conscious of how the 
speech is impacting you.   

• Create an environment 
where the student can 
speak freely. 

• Discuss if they would like to 
read in class.  Marilyn Monroe: Actress who stuttered







Two Roads to Addressing SWDs

• Accommodations for specific disability 
related needs 

• Universal Design 



What does success mean for  
students with disabilities?

• Opportunity to build on 
resiliency 

• Use skills and talents that 
have been traditionally 
under utilized in school 

• Demystify and 
personalize what 
disability means 

• Going beyond images of 
inspiration

Michelle Hernandez, PhD:  
Podcast: The Disability Guru



What is Multi-Modal Teaching
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• The castaways were 
standard on the island. 

• The castaways were 
stranded on the island.

Based on the work of Sally Shaywitz, Overcoming 
Dyslexia
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In pairs and small groups discuss one or more of these: 
What does compassion informed education look like? 




